Business Process Methodology Working Group Meeting Report

27 Dec. 1999

Attendees:
*Paul Levine


Telcordia

*Jen-Yao Chung

IBM

*Jim Dills


Netfish Technologies

Agenda:
1. Dec.20 Meeting Report

2. Glossary items: functional requirement, non-functional requirement, vertical

3. ebXML business process methodology

4. Survey of current “vertical” XML-based process methodologies: who is the intended target audience?
1.  20 Dec. Meeting Report

The final list of business process methodology requirements that was forwarded to Mike Rawlins, Requirements Project Team leader was discussed briefly.  It was agreed that this list should be kept in mind as the BPM Team proceeds with its work toward cross-industry XML-based business process integration.

2. Glossary

Nothing was added on this call.  Submittals of terms and definitions are requested from team members, and preferably if they have been developed and accepted by expert groups.

3. ebXML Business Process Methodology

Jen-Yao had sent email to Arthur Greef, Edifecs, to inquire about cooperation with Edifecs and RosettaNet.  He is awaiting a response.  Jim mentioned that he plans to meet with representatives of RosettaNet and the National Electronics Manufacturing Initiative, Inc.(NEMI) mid Jan. in a context other than ebXML.  However, he believes he can use the opportunity to encourage cooperation with ebXML.  Jim said there are a number of groups that are looking for opportunities to converge methodologies.  In many cases verticals are attempting to do this at the message/container level.  Paul suggested that we need to draw from the first two workflows of TMWG’s Unified Modeling Methodology, i.e., Business Domain Modeling and eBusiness Requirements.  It was agreed that the Unified Modeling Methodology is probably a good “protocol-neutral” methodology to bring vertical efforts together.  Since Ron Zoppo was not on the call, Paul agreed to ask him if he had contacted Sonny Singh of Edifecs regarding the proposed meeting the week of 24 Jan. in Seattle.  Jim also offered to make a few calls this week in connection with our effort to integrate business process modeling.  One possibility was Pat O’Sullivan, who may be a RosettaNet representative to ebXML.

Concern was expressed that there is no information available on the Orlando ebXML venue.  Paul agreed to contact Klaus Naujok in that regard.

4. Survey

Nothing was added on this call.

The following questions have been formulated for the survey:

· How does a “vertical” converge on a common business process methodology in their space?

· Indicate the application scope of your business process methodology within a super-set of cross-industry processes such as suggested in the TMWG Industry Independent Commerce Framework paper (attached to email forwarding this report),

· What components of business processes, such as stated in the TMWG paper need to be “normalized” to make them interoperable?

· Identify the life cycle of your products/services;

· Are you willing to cooperate with the ebXML initiative and accept the results as global solutions?

· Does your vertical industry utilize an object model to define and exchange data between trading partners, ie. DOM, SAX, CBL, CORBA, etc.

· If you are developing object models, are they derived from individual company relational databases, XML Object editors, or existing object models, DOM, SAX, etc.

· To the extent you use an object model have you defined common data elements as a result of your implementation of the objects in the models you have selected?

· What relational data model, if any, do you use as a basis for your XML specifications? 

