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Agenda:

1. Review the FYI documentation to be provided to ebXML

· The metamodel class diagram

· The semantic descriptions of the metamodel classes

· Metamodel usage scenarios

· Metamodel illustrative example

2. Review the liaison to the Core Components PT,

3. Plan agenda of the BP PT meeting in Brussels.

Discussion:

1. FYI Work in Progress Document

Final preparations were made on the document to be sent to the ebXML Steering Committee for distribution prior to the Brussels meeting next week.  Karsten agreed to update the Class Definitions.  Bob agreed to modify the example section to fit better within the context of the document.  Suggestions were made on improving the section titles and format of the section containing model subgroup class diagrams.  Marcia agreed to make these changes, incorporate the updates from Karsten and Bob, and forward the document to the Steering Committee.

Paul mentioned that Kumar Bhaskaran of IBM had submitted material from the Workflow Management Coalition along with a suggestion for revision of the ebXML BP metamodel.  We agreed on the 24 April conference call that we would discuss such submissions if they were submitted to the BP PT in writing.  Paul stated he would forward Kumar's submission to the BP PT for consideration.  Kumar was requested to present his proposal at the Brussels meeting, or else arrange for someone else to do so.

Karsten suggested some points to be made in introducing the status of the BP work.

· Process followed in developing the metamodel
· Metamodel subgroups that support scenarios that use the metamodel
· Alignment of metamodel subgroups to work submitted to by groups outside ebXML, e.g. RosettaNet, eCo
· Flexibility of information model to accommodate registration and information exchange according to business document specifications of outside groups, e.g., RosettaNet, OAG, BizTalk
Karsten also mentioned that a recent three-day meeting of the OMG Enterprise Distributed Object Computing (EDOC) group resulted in a refined EDOC metamodel that closely aligned with the ebXML BP metamodel.  He stated that the Resources and Contracts and Markets and Communities subgroups of ebXML extended beyond the EDOC metamodel, but that the remainder of the ebXML metamodel overlapped with EDOC.  There will be another EDOC meeting in Oslo in June.  Karsten’s objective is to report at that meeting that alignment has been achieved.

Scott Nieman had mentioned ANSI X3.285, Metamodel for the Management of Shareable Data, as a potential base for the registry.  His suggestion that the BP metamodel could be a classification scheme extension to X3.285 prompted a question on what X3.285 was.  Paul provided a briefing that X3.285 was initially conceived to be a metamodel of the attributes of data elements.  Information on X3.285 can be found on the ANSI web site at ANSI.ORG.

2. Core Components Liaison

A parenthetical statement was added to the first point on notation in Bob’s draft liaison, to read as follows: “1. Notation:  while XML is the destination, the BP metamodel work group selected UML as the notation and semantics for designing the metamodel.  If Core Components also  
uses UML design tools, it should facilitate evolving the metamodel UML diagrams into component UML diagrams. (This refers to the process of designing core components, not the process of registering and storing them in the repository. We anticipate the latter two being strictly XML.)”   It was hoped that by adding this statement common understanding and agreement of where UML fits in would be reached with the CC PT in Brussels.

3. Brussels agenda

Suggestions were received for the BP PT agenda.  At this point, there is no plan for the BP PT to break up into subgroups.  The draft agenda and proposed discussion leaders are as follows:

Tues. a.m.

· Presentation of the Business Process Metamodel Documentation (Karsten Riemer)

· The ebXML Business Process Metamodel Class Diagram

· Four MetaModel Sub-groupings

· Descriptions of the Four Metamodel Sub-groupings

· Metamodel Sub-group Class Diagrams

· Class Definitions

· Scenarios for the use of the ebXML Business Process Metamodel

· Automobile Component Procurement Example

· Issues
· IBM metamodel proposal based on the Workflow Management Coalition work (Marc-Thomas Schmidt)

· EDOC Metamodel Alignment Work (Karsten Riemer)

· EWG meeting report (Christian Huemer)

Tues. p.m.

· Joint session with Core Components PT (2 hours)

· Review liaison document from the BP PT to the CC PT

· Information sharing to see where there is common interest and need for collaboration.
· Joint session with Registry and Repository PT (2 hours)

Wed. a.m.

· Review BP work program and deliverables (Paul Levine, Marcia McLure)

· BP PT web site update (Marcia McLure)

· Metamodel refinement (All)

Wed. p.m.

· Metamodel refinement continued (All)

· Prototype illustration of the ebXML Metamodel (Karsten Riemer, Mike Rowley)

Thurs. a.m.

· Joint session with Core Components PT (2 hours)
· Feedback on the first session
· Align to common goals
· Plan future collaborative work.
· Plan review/approval cycle for Business Process Modeling Specification (All)

Thurs. p.m.

· Plan goals and preliminary agenda for August meeting (All)

· Plan, commit to interim work (All)

· Prepare readout for closing plenary meeting (All)

It was noted that a meeting of the EDIFACT Working Group (EWG) Committees B1 and B2 will take place in Brussels from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. on 8 May.  The purpose of this meeting is to review the TMWG N090R7 document and establish a position on the adoption of UML modeling as the basis for UN/EDIFACT development work.  Christian indicated he would make an effort to attend this meeting, since he is a member of EWG Committee B9.  He would then be in a position to report the result of the meeting to the BP PT on Tues. a.m.

The next audio conference call is scheduled for Monday, 15 May at 12:00 p.m. US Eastern Daylight Time.  Access the call by dialing +1 (732) 336-6000 followed by a PIN of 8327.  Call duration will be up to 1.5 hours.  The purpose of the call will be to discuss the results of the Brussels meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Paul Levine

BP Team Lead

