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Project Plan

Mary Kay Blantz reported that CC deliverables had been updated on the spreadsheet to show final target dates for delivery to the Quality Review PT in time for approval at the final ebXML plenary meeting in Vienna May 7-11 2001.  Paul will merge those updates with BP updates and provide version 10.4 of the Project Plan to the Joint Delivery Team (JDT) website, and also to the CC and BP email lists together with this report.  Thanks to Brian Hayes, the Project Plan can is now linked to the JDT website.  Paul requested Brian to post the Project Plan to the JDT website in a version that contains the macros for updating the status table for the deliverables.  Along with this, Brian said he would post all of the BP documents to the JDT website, including the Business Process Project Team Technical Specification Document Draft Version 3.0: Collaboration Modeling Metamodel & UML Profile.

Mary Kay reported that her presentation on technology neutral core components was well received at the AIAG meeting she attended the week of 15 January 2001.  Mary Kay will use this presentation in collaborating with Sue Probert in a joint presentation at the X12 meeting in February.

Brian Hayes said the Common Business Processes Group of Requirements/Methodology would be completing work on the Business Process Editor (BPE) as a result of agreements reached at the BPE meeting 18-20 January (see below).  He also stated that he expected an initial release of the BP Worksheets to be released by 23 January.  The BP Specification Template will become an appendix to the BP Guidelines, thus making the BP Guidelines a deliverable subject to QR with a final date of 17 February.

Karsten Riemer said the goal of the Context/Metamodel Group would be to extend the ebXML Specification Schema to include 1) multi-party collaborations and 2) pre and post conditions based on the REA model or some simplification thereof.  Karsten sees this extension as basically including the Business Requirements View (BRV) perspective of the Collaboration Modeling Metamodel & UML Profile.  Bob Haugen said he would report back on the time needed to incorporate REA on the next call.  With only a few weeks remaining to complete final ebXML specifications by 17 February, Paul suggested that questions related to the UMM N090 document and completion of the related Collaboration Modeling Metamodel & UML Profile be addressed to the UN/CEFACT Techniques and Methodologies Working Group (TMWG) which is scheduled to meet 19-23 February 2001.  Part of the “exit strategy” of ebXML might be the completion of the methodology and metamodel related work within the TMWG, with the requirement that run-time XML constructs must be generated according to well-defined production rules. 
Business Process Editor

Bob Haugen reported on a face-to-face meeting held at Netfish 18-20 January 2001 to develop a Business Process Editor (BPE), ready for a Proof-of-Concept demonstration, but initially to be presented in a Lunch and Learn session at the Vancouver ebXML meeting.  He briefly described the Business Process Editor as an HTML forms-based method to edit the minimal required business process information needed to define all of the metamodel artifacts from which XML files can be produced that are compatible with the ebXML Specification Schema.  Bob said this work was completed except for the choreography for a business collaboration, i.e., BRV perspective of the metamodel.  Final work will be completed following the Vancouver meeting in preparation for a full end-to-end Proof-of-Concept demonstration.  Mary Kay questioned how the BPE related to the Registry/Repository.  Bob stated that the follow-on work would address Reg/Rep.  Karsten suggested that time be allotted in Vancouver for the BP, CC, and RR PTs to plan for when they would work together to integrate the flow of the BPE, Business Process worksheets and Reg/Rep.  Commenting on the BPE meeting, Karsten said the BPE design will support the Specification Schema in all respects except for the Business Operations Map (BOM) perspective of the metamodel.  Bob said the BOM was primarily a method for scoping the business collaboration to be modeled, and didn’t need to be part of the BPE.  Karsten pointed out that pre and post conditions needed to be mapped back to the ebXML metamodel.  Karsten indicated that a list of questions and issues related to the ebXML metamodel had been prepared as a result of the BPE meeting. 

Vancouver meeting

Mary Kay had prepared a preliminary CC/BP agenda for the Vancouver meeting.  With so many work items coming together in the final weeks of ebXML, it was evident that more time needs to be allotted to reviewing interim activity and detailed planning for the face-to-face meeting opportunities during the week.  Accordingly, she suggested extending the early afternoon session on Monday from one to two hours.  The draft agenda is provided together with this report.

Three topics have been submitted for the Lunch & Learn presentations: 1) Jamie Clark on Interoperability with Legal Standards and Enforcement, 2) Brian Hayes on the ebXML Business Process Editor, and 3) Karsten Riemer on Leveraging OMG Specifications in ebXML Implementations.  Paul said he would request of the Steering Committee that these presentations are given in the sequence stated above on Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, respectively.

Specification Schema

Karsten said Tim McGrath of the QR PT met with the Context/Metamodel Group on their 16 January conference call and provided a good understanding of the QRT comments.  Comments were addressed by Karsten and Jim Clark as documented in ebXML Business Process Specification Schema Issue List and Resolutions, and the Specification Schema was updated to Version 0.9 and released to the QR PT on 19 January.  In responding for the QR PT, Tim forwarded Version 0.9 to the Steering Committee and said the results of QRT review of Version 0.9 would be released to the Executive Committee by 26 January.  Karsten felt optimistic that the requests of the QR PT were sufficiently addressed.

Next Meeting

The next meeting is scheduled for 12:00 – 13:00 EST on 29 Jan. 2001. The agenda will include:

1. Continue review of the project plan,

2. Explanation of Project Plan status update tool (Brian Hayes),

3. Discuss status/comments based on QR of the ebXML Business Process Specification Schema.

Respectfully submitted,  

Paul Levine

BP PT Co-lead
