Position Paper

	Topic:


	ebXML

	Summary:
	ebXML is an international standards initiative to facilitate open trade among organizations regardless of size by enabling standard XML protocols to exchange electronic business data. 

The initiative was established in part by UN/CEFACT, a United Nations body tasked with facilitating international trade and developing technical solutions for electronic business.  The initiative is also led by OASIS, a large independent non-profit organization developing open standards for XML applications.  

Members of the Global Commerce Initiative, a group of major manufacturers, retailers and trade associations, have announced plans to use ebXML as the basis of its data exchange standard for B2B trade in the consumer goods industry. 



	Internal Position (RosettaNet Staff Only):
	ebXML employs a horizontal standards and framework structure, whereas RosettaNet employs a vertical structure.  The two organizations use different names for similar components:
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RosettaNet does not plan to immediately converge its efforts with the ebXML Messaging Service.  The RNIF Core will likely become TRP-agnostic in 2001.  Beyond 2002, assuming that the ebXML effort proves successful and has significant implementation support, RosettaNet may then combine the RosettaNet and ebXML Business and Technical Dictionaries, adopt the ebXML process metamodel, and converge the two organizations’ business processes.


	External Position/ Value Proposition
	RosettaNet is interested in pursuing convergence opportunities with ebXML where possible.  RosettaNet plans to participate actively in the ebXML initiative to define where these opportunities exist.  

	Organizational Quotes:


	Paul Tearnen, Vice President, Standards:

"RosettaNet plans to participate actively in the ebXML initiative to define potential standards convergence opportunities in the future."



	Related RosettaNet Activities:
	RNIF Core, Dictionaries, Business Processes



	Contact(s):


	Paul Tearnen, Vice President, Standards 

(714) 480-3827 

	Related Links
	www.ebxml.org
www.uncefact.org
www.oasis-open.org
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