Abstract

This specification contains the definitions of the Message Header elements required in an ebXML Message. The purpose of the header elements is to contain the additional information required to enable electronic documents to be transported between two services. The key consideration when developing this specification was to provide data elements that enable software that is aware of this specification to:

· route messages to service handlers (these can be applications) that can process the message payload

· easily identify the content of the Message header and payload(s) within the message

· report errors found and understand errors received in the Message Header

· provide acknowledgements that messages have been received and placed in persistent storage

· provide reliable, at most once, delivery of a message.

Note that the reliabile delivery of messages is described in a separate specification.

The key words "MUST", "MUST NOT", "REQUIRED", "SHALL", "SHALL NOT", "SHOULD", "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMMENDED",  "MAY", and "OPTIONAL" in this document are to be interpreted as described in [RFC 2119].

Status of this Document

This specification is the first publically available version of the ebXML Message Header. The header elements that have been identified represent those that are considered by the members of the ebXML Transport, Routing and Packaging Working group, to be the minimum required that provide the functionality outlined in the abstract. They are subset of the requirements described in the ebXML Overview and Requirements document.

One of the objectives of ebXML Transport, Routing and Packaging is to develop specifications that "enable existing 'messaging' solutions to 'bridge' to the ebXML solution". 

Therefore later versions of this specification will contain the additional or modified elements required.

This version of the specification is not a standard of any kind. Developers and implementors must not rely on this specification and should be used for prototype use only.

