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EDIRA RECENT ACTIVITIES

Electronic Commerce Code Management Association ECCMA conference, 
San Diego, CA, December 5-6, 2000 – EDIRA Association presentation

At the last EDIRA ERSC 11th meeting which was held on November 29,th 1999, in San Marino,. it was decided to conclude a strategic alliance agreement  between EDIRA and ECCMA (www.eccma.org). ECCMA is the only standards organization devoted solely to providing code management distribution and resolution services. EDIRA provides identification codes for organizations and schemes to be used in Electronic Commerce. Thus, ECCMA and EDIRA are providing complementary services.

The first code set managed by ECCMA is the UN Universal Standards Products and Services Classification (UNSPSC)-code. It is a classification code to be used for navigation in E-commerce web-sites. The leading providers for electronic market platforms like ELCOM, ARIBA and COMMERCE ONE are using it and have shown their commitment by presentations and attendance at the exhibition. The UNSPSC is also used by leading companies like GE in their catalogues. 

The conference was followed by about 200 attendants from ECCMA company members.  Additional codes were presented which have a great potential in E-commerce. The presentations on the EDIRA Business Identifier Code EBIC were well received. In the following order the speakers Otto Mueller, Alain Thiénot, both representing EDIRA and Roger Dean, representing ECCMA outlined the scope of EDIRA and its specific role in E-Commerce worldwide:

· The basic issues of EBICs are scheme identification and authentication of those identified by a scheme. Everyone is identified by many schemes which are run by EDIRA members. There are hundreds of such schemes which provide useful information about registered businesses. There is a great potential in E-commerce for the EDIRA Issuing Organizations. See the attached presentation The Basic Issue.ppt


· The EDIRA infrastructure for the allocation of EBICs is based on a Memorandum of Understanding between different bodies allocating identifier values to organizations for different purposes. Today, EDIRA is an association with its own juridical and legal personality. It is recognized by ISO and acting according to the standards ISO 6523 for identification of organizations and to the standard ISO 9834 for Procedures for the operation of OSI Registration Authorities. See the attached presentation edira SD.ppt

· Based on EBICs and the EDIRA infrastructure ECCMA will provide a service for “Yellow pages” in E-commerce. The businesses registered with EDIRA members (Issuing organizations) can attain world-wide presence by this service. Their credentials can be verified at the different EDIRA member sites where they are registered. Thus, access by everyone to their products and services has real credibility. See the attached presentation yellow pages. ppt


Such a Yellow page service is just one application based on EDIRA identifiers. Other examples are sender/recipient identification in traditional EDI or identification by a numerical identifier of owners of X.509 public key certificates. There will be many other applications with growing E-commerce based more and more on electronic agents navigating on the World Wide Web.

The EDIRA Chairman
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